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Children's Participation at St Thomas’s
I am delighted to have been asked to look at the provision for Children at St. Thomas's. The main emphasis of my involvement so far has been for the Sunday morning and children in the age range between 7 and 11. John Dempster does excellent work with the choristers in this age group in the choir vestry during the sermon and the prayers. We would like to open up this group to other children of that age that come to the Sunday morning service. To do this we would need every Sunday a chaperone. This person would both take and bring the children from church to the choir vestry and would be with the group while they explore the bible stories. If there were to be a few people who would be willing to do this, say six then it would be a commitment for about eight times a year. 
The younger children (age: 3-7) are currently meeting in the children's corner with their parents. Wendy Cooper will, for a short period take responsibility for the children’s corner, with the help of Charlie Allen. She has great ideas about how to enhance this space. She will also provide a structure within which people can come and help. Pam Clark is also very involved in this work and often provides activities. To make the work we do with children in this corner during the service better we need people to come and be involved. It might be that you are just present for part of the time during the service. It might be that you provide a craft activity or you might want to tell a bible story. It depends on the gifts and the calling you bring. We will offer training that will explain what we do and why and how your gifts can contribute. We will also talk about children’s spirituality and how to present the bible to children.    
The St Thomas Children’s Working Group thinks together about this work. How do we want to take the participation of children in our faith community forward? What kind of information is needed? How do we integrate different aspects of our work with children and families? How do we support the people who are doing the work in the parish? Currently this is a very small group of people. We would be delighted if there were others who would want to come and join this working group.









[image: ]Role Outline for Sunday Children’s Helper
DBS Necessary
On Sunday children meets in two groups during the 10:15 Parish Communion. Children under seven stay in church and there are activities in the children's corner, they have a known adult present. Children from seven to twelve meet during the sermon and prayers in the choir vestry. These activities are run by the director of music and the person responsible for the children’s corner, who are responsible to the PCC.
We are looking for people who:
· Enjoys being with children in the age range between 3-7
· Appreciates listening to children
· Is willing to learn about God from the children
· Would be able and willing to help with activities in the children’s corner on some Sundays
Work to be undertaken, depending on the gift that is offered, could include anyone or a combination of the following:
· Arrive at church 15 min. before the service starts to welcome any children under seven.
· Arrive at church 15 min. before the service starts to help set up the children's corner.
· Be present in the children's corner for part (or whole) of the service.
· Plan and prepare a prayer, story, craft activity, game (or something else) for children under 7 that can be done in the children’s corner.
We expect people who take on this role to
· Ensure the safety of the children within the group.
· Report any issues/concerns either to the child's guardian, chair of the children’s committee or the Parish Safeguarding Representative.
Training needed - Child Protection Training, an introduction to working with children offered by the parish and other training as appropriate. 
This role is to be reviewed a year after this form has been signed. (For new people after 3 months)
Copies of the signed Agreement should be retained by:
The volunteer
The Chair of the Children's Committee
The Parish Manager on behalf of the PCC
NB All information will be held safely and in confidence, in accordance with the Data Protection Act. 
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Role Outline for Sunday Children’s Chaperone
DBS Necessary
On Sunday children meets in two groups during the 10:15 Parish Communion. Children under seven stay in church and there are activities in the children's corner, they have a known adult present. Children from seven to twelve meet during the sermon and prayers in the choir vestry. These activities are run by the director of music and the person responsible for the children’s corner, who are responsible to the PCC.
We are looking for people who:
· Enjoys being with children in the age range between 7-12
· Appreciates listening to children
· Is willing to learn about God from the children
· Would be able and willing to chaperone children from the Church to the choir vestry during the sermon and the prayers on some Sunday
Work to be undertaken:
· Arrive at church at least 15 min. before the start of the service
· Make yourself known to the welcomers
· If possible make contact with any families coming into church with children between 7-12 to alert them to the possibility of going out during the sermon. 
· Invite children between 7-12 to come with you to the choir vestry.
· Take any children present during the gospel procession at the end of the gospel reading to the choir vestry.
· Take a register of children present.
· Enjoy listening to the children in their group.
· Ensure the safety of the children within the group, ensuring they return to their family at the end of the group (during the peace).
· Report any issues/concerns either to the child's guardian, the chair of the children’s committee or the Parish Safeguarding Representative.
Training needed - Child Protection Training plus other training as appropriate. 
This role is to be reviewed a year after this form has been signed. (For new people after 3 months)
Copies of the signed Agreement should be retained by:
The volunteer
The Chair of the Children's Committee
The Parish Manager on behalf of the PCC
NB All information will be held safely and in confidence, in accordance with the Data Protection Act. 
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Role Outline for Children's Committee Member
The Children’s Committee meets once or twice a term to think about the participation of children at St. Thomas’. We talk about both the practicalities and the theology of children and church or faith. 
We are looking for people who are:
· Enthusiastic about having families and children at St. Thomas's.
· Curious about the development of children's spirituality.
·  Available four to six evenings a year.
· Willing to promote the work with children.
· Able to do some light administrative tasks like writing up minutes of the meeting or preparing a leaflet.
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