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OUR ANNUAL THANKSGIVING AND RENEWAL  is 
launched today and runs until Sunday 25th May.  
Letters have gone out to all members of the 
congregation explaining our current financial situation 
and how our giving can support the ministry and 

mission in the city centre.  In 2008 we anticipate a 
shortfall in our day-to-day running costs of £791 a week or £3,430 
month.  Many give sacrificially already.  Some might feel that they are 
able to give more to ensure that the PCC can work with a balanced 
budget.  Others might want to make a new commitment to give regularly 
through our Planned Giving Scheme.  If you do not receive your letter in 
the next couple of days, please contact Kate in the Parish Office and she 
will be delighted to send you one! 
 

On Wednesday May 7th the Archdeacons' Visitation wi ll be held at 
St. Thomas's.  This is the service when Church Wardens from local 
Deaneries are licensed during a celebration of the Eucharist. If you are 
bringing biscuits, please bring them in a box or bag and leave them in 
the kitchen on Tuesday or Wednesday.  Make sure they are labelled 
Archdeacon’s Visitation otherwise they might be sold on Tuesday 
morning! 
 

Fire Stewards are needed for two concerts in May:  6 people for a 
concert next Saturday 10th May by Salisbury Sinfonia, and 2 for a recital 
by Oriana (lute & poetry) on Thursday 14th May.  Volunteer to Lyndall for 
either or both. 
 

NEW! Youth Drop-In : A place to sit and talk with friends. People's Vestry. Every 
Friday 4:30 - 6:00 pm. Juice Bar and Cakes available at discount prices.  (Needs 
one or two CRB’d adults present each week – volunteer to Michael) 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2008: HELP PLEASE!!!!!!!  
The Christian Aid Week House-to-House Collection will soon be upon us. 
This is a very important event and raises millions of pounds nationally for 
development projects across the world. Your help and support would be 
much appreciated. If you could spare a few minutes to become a Street 
Collector then we need to hear from you. Please go to the Church notice 
board and sign up to help in the Collection. The Collection does not take 
long, you could collect with a friend, and the collection is for an excellent 
cause. Go on, give it a whirl. Many thanks Jonathan 
 

Quiz-Aid:  A fun way to raise money for Christian Aid.  Friday 16th May: 
7.30pm: St Edmund's House.  Teams of 4 to 6 people – bring your own food & 
drink to share (or not!) Ask Jonathan or Robina for further details.   
 

Jo Naish  is on placement for her training with the Army Chaplain at Tidworth for 
the next three months.  Please remember her in your prayers.   Miranda Naish  
would like to thank all those who contributed to the coffee morning for Village 
Africa. She raised over £300 and is now in Tanzania working for this charity until 
August.  
  

Eco Congregation Top Tips - Composting Week 2   
To maintain a sucessful and productive compost bin, just follow these  
simple guidelines:  
� Think of your compost as being like a pile of sandwiches filled with 
leftovers. Put in alternate layers of 'bread' and 'fillings' : the 'bread' is dry 
brown stuff such as scrunched up cardboard, loo rolls, twigs, sawdust, 
straw, pruning, shredded paper, paper towels, egg boxes; the 'filling' is 
soggy wet stuff like vegetable peelings, tea bags, bits of leftover fruit, 
weeds, grass cuttings, coffee grounds, old flowers. 
� This way the bugs that do all the work get a balanced diet, and the 
right amounts of air and water  
� Remember: too much 'bread' and the compost will dry out - making it 
too chewy for the bugs. Too much' filling' and the bread will go soggy - 
you will end up with slushy smelly goo - and a line of bugs running in the 
opposite direction! 
 

Reflective Eucharist:  There will be a Reflective Eucharist to celebrate 
the feast of Corpus Christi on Thursday 22nd May at 7.30pm 
at St Lawrence, Stratford-sub-Castle.  The meal afterwards is fully 
booked, but there is still space for the service (and a waiting list for the 
meal).  If you would like to attend, please sign on the board at the back 
of church.�
�

Olive Branch:   Ladies, come and be revived by Chris Durnford!  He will be 
demonstrating resuscitation techniques at the next meeting in St Thomas’s 
House on Thursday 8th May at 8pm. 
 

The Life of Christ  at Wintershall, near Guildford 24 - 29 June.  The Adult 
Education Group hopes to take a group from St T’s to this event again this 
year.   Further details are on the board at the back of church, where there is also 
a list for names of those who might be interested;   the Church web site has an 
account of the visit we made last year, and there is also info at 
www.wintershall-estate.com/LifeofChrist.  Do try to come, as the flier says, it is 
more than a play it's an experience not to be missed.  If we can get enough 
people, we could hire a coach.   It's a long day but worth every minute.   Tickets 
are £15 for adults, £7.50 children.   If you have any queries, please ask Sally 
Vaughan (337865). 


