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OUR ANNUAL THANKSGIVING AND RENEWAL

was launched last week and runs until Sunday 25™

May. Letters have gone out to all members of the

congregation explaining our current financial

situation and how our giving can support the

ministry and mission in the city centre. In 2008 we

anticipate a shortfall in our day-to-day running costs of £791 a week
or £3,430 month. Many give sacrificially already. Some might feel
that they are able to give more to ensure that the PCC can work with
a balanced budget. Others might want to make a new commitment to
give regularly through our Planned Giving Scheme. Don't forget to let
us have your reply as soon as possible. If you haven't had a letter
please contact Kate in the Parish Office and she will be delighted to
send you one!

Anne and John Foster would be delighted to see memb  ers of
St. Thomas's at the celebration of the marriage of their
daughter Caroline to Simon at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday = 24th May
in St. Thomas's.

John Blake has moved! He has a new phone number, which is
329302. If you need his address, please contact him on this
number, or speak to Kate in the office.

NEW! Youth Drop-In : A place to sit and talk with friends. People's
Vestry. Every Friday 4:30 - 6:00 pm. Juice Bar and Cakes
available at discount prices. (Needs one or two CRB’d adults
present each week — volunteer to Michael)

Quiz-Aid: A fun way to raise money for Christian Aid. Friday 16th
May: 7.30pm: St Edmund's House. Teams of 4 to 6 people — bring
your own food & drink to share (or not!) Ask Jonathan or Robina
for further details.

Reflective Eucharist:  There will be a Reflective Eucharist to
celebrate the feast of Corpus Christi on Thursday 22" May at
7.30pm at St Lawrence, Stratford-sub-Castle. The meal
afterwards is fully booked, but there is still space for the service
(and a waiting list for the meal). If you would like to attend, please
sign on the board at the back of church.

Eco Congregation Top Tips - Composting Week 3

To cut down on waste you send to landfill, make sure you're
composting as much household waste as possible. To help you,
there is a range of different compost bins available at special
bargain prices through WRAP (Wiltshire Waste Partnership) and
sponsored by Wiltshire County Council. Choose from regular bins
from £17 + free delivery from www.recyclenow.com/compost Tel
0845 077 0757 . . .

Or why not try one of the new vermin-proof 'food waste digester'
bins from £20 that can also cope safely with cooked food:
www.greencone.com Tel 0800 019 2064

News from the Communication Committee: We have finally
completed the Church’s new Welcome Pack. If you are new to our
church please fill in the welcome card and place it in the black
safes by the west door. Your pack will be given or sent to you by
our Welcome Secretary Pat Inglis.

Perhaps you have been coming for some time and still do not
know what we can offer you. As soon as space allows on the
boards at the back we will display the contents of the pack.

Our thanks go to Katherine James, a member of the choir, for the
work she did on the cover of the pack, and for Sampson Coward
Solicitors for their sponsorship.

Volunteers needed for the Fairtrade stall. Some slots need to
be filled quite urgently. See the notice at the back of church. If
you’'d like to know more, phone Margaret Kynaston on 412770.

The Parish Office will be closed on Thursday thisw  eek. The
deadline for next week’s notices is 11am on Weds 14 ™ May.

Rosemary and John Cox are hosting a PARISH LUNCH at
12.30pm on Sunday Ist June in St. Thomas's House at £7.50 a
head. Proceeds will benefit the Bana ba Metsi School in
Botswana. There will be a raffle and prizes will be gratefully
received.

If you would like to attend, please sign the sheet on the main
noticeboard where details of the menu may be found. For further
information telephone 01722 332373.



